
MINUTES of a MEETING of the PLANNING COMMITTEE held via a VIRTUAL 
MEETING on TUESDAY, 12 JANUARY 2021 at 10.00a.m. 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors Jacob Williams (Chairman), Tony Wilcox (Vice-Chairman), 
Steve Alderman, Rod Bowen, Mark Carter, John Cole, Vic Dennis, Tim Evans, 
Brian Hall, David Howlett, Stephen Joseph, Myles Pepper, David Pugh and 
Jon Preston  
 
Member attending with Chairman’s Consent: 
 
Councillor Alison Tudor in respect of Agenda Item No. 6 - Planning Application 
No. 20/0564/PA - Unit 1, Harvester House, Fishguard Road, Haverfordwest, 
SA61 2SX  
 
Officers in Attendance: 
 
Eirian Forrest - Planning Obligations Officer 
Emma Gladstone - Planning Officer 
Steven Jones - Director of Community Services 
David Popplewell - Chief Planning Officer 
Rhian Young - Principal Solicitor Litigation 

Lydia Evans - Democratic and Scrutiny Support Officer 
Elieze Hinchcliffe - Democratic Services Assistant 
 
Apologies for Absence: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Aaron Carey 
 

58. Chairman's Announcements  
 
In opening the meeting the Chairman wished everyone a Happy New Year and 
made the following announcements: 
 

 During Agenda Item No. 10 - Planning Application No. 20/0295/PA - Land 
to the West of Greenacres Skip Hire, Dwrbach, Fishguard, SA65 9RE at 
the previous Committee meeting, the Committee resolved to grant 
delegated power to the Chief Planning Officer to approve the application 
following expiry of the publicity period, providing no new substantive 
planning issues were raised. On 21 December 2020, following the end of 
the publicity period, by which time no further representations had been 
made, the planning permission was issued.  

 

 During Agenda Item No. 14 - Planning Application No. 20/0602/PA - 
Approximately 400 metres from Mathry Farm, Mathry, Pembrokeshire at 
the previous Committee meeting, the Committee resolved that delegated 
power be granted to the Chief Planning Officer to approve the application 
following expiry of the publicity period, providing that no new substantive 
planning issues were raised. A representation was received from Mathry 
Community Council objecting to the application although this did not state 
a reason for the objection. As no new substantive planning issues were 
raised by the objection and in accordance with the Committee’s resolution 
the planning permission was issued on 21 December 2020.  
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 That oral updates would be provided forAgenda Item No. 6 - Planning 
Application No. 20/0564/PA - Unit 1, Harvester House, Fishguard Road, 
Haverfordwest, SA61 2SX  

 
59. Declarations of Interest  

 
There were no declarations of interest received.  
 

60. Minutes of the previous meeting  
 
Moved by Councillor Jacob Williams; Seconded by Councillor Brian Hall 
 

AGREED 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2020 be 
approved as a correct record 

 
61. Planning Application No. 20/0564/PA - Unit 1, Harvester House, Fishguard 

Road, Haverfordwest, SA61 2SX - Change of use to office, showroom and 
trade counter/sales area for plumbing products and storage container with 
screening  
 
This application was for Committee consideration as the Planning Delegation 
Panel resolved to remove the application from the scheme of delegation due to 
the decision on the proposed development’s impact within the local community 
being finely balanced between competing interests and being complex and 
sensitive and was deemed that it would benefit from a public examination of the 
merits (criterion 2). 
 
The Planning Officer provided the Committee with three oral updates: 
 
The first stating that the publicity period expired on the 7 January 2021 and since 
publication of the Committee report one further letter of representation had been 
received from a neighbouring resident which would be covered in the 
presentation. 
 
The second update stated that a further consultation response had been 
received from the Council's Ecologist who recommended conditional approval 
with the requirement of a bird or bat box to be installed on the north eastern 
elevation, at a height over 4 metres and with no external lighting. It was stated 
that the recommended condition would be updated to reflect this update.  
 
The third and final oral update advised that details regarding the proposed 
height, siting and colour of the storage container screening were received during 
the morning of 12 January 2021 and the submitted information stated that the 
colour of the shipping container could be painted grey or green to further reduce 
its visual impact. Based on the submitted information an updated 
recommendation was made to the effect that approval could be issued subject to 
the screening condition referring to a timescale for implementation of the 
approved screening and retention of the screening whilst the storage container 
was on site.   
 
The Committee was advised that due notification had been received from the 
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following interested parties who wished to exercise their right to address the 
Committee: 
 

 Town Council – Councillor Chris Evans 
 

 Applicant – Mr Richard Nash  
 

 Objector – Mr John James 
 

 Local Member – Councillor Alison Tudor 
 
 
Following Councillor Evans’s address reference was made to his request to limit 
the opening hours of the business. It was highlighted that competitors of the 
business would have more favourable opening hours and it was queried if 
Councillor Evans felt that limiting the business opening hours was fair as they 
would be at a disadvantage to their competitors. Councillor Evans stated that he 
was glad to see the premises being used but added that the competitors were 
not located within a residential area and reiterated his wish for the opening hours 
to begin at 8am.  
 
Clarification was sought as to whether the Town Council objected to the shipping 
container. It was clarified that they did not object to the container but wished for it 
to be positioned elsewhere on the site or screened.  
 
Following Mr Nash’s address it was queried if there was an alternative location 
on site for the container to be re-located to. Mr Nash advised that the container 
was currently in the best location for the site.  
 
Reference was made to noise pollution and it was queried if the business made 
use of large machinery that could cause disturbance to the neighbouring 
properties. Mr Nash advised that no large machinery was used on site therefore 
there was a low noise impact.  
 
Clarification was sought as to the purpose of the lighting on site. Mr Nash 
informed the Committee that the site lighting was low level security lighting which 
was triggered by motion and the lighting above the signage was only on for a few 
hours in the morning and the evening during dark periods and was set on a 
timer. 
 
A request was made for Mr Nash to clarify what opening times he required. Mr 
Nash informed the Committee that he wanted to be able to open the site up at 
7am to allow preparations for the day ahead and for the trade counter to begin 
trading at 7:30am. 
 
Reference was made to a requirement for the applicant to submit an application 
for advertisement consent and although it was recognised that the proposal was 
not part of the planning application it was queried if such proposal had been 
submitted. Mr Nash advised that the advertising proposal was in hand.  
 
Following Mr James’s proposal clarification was sought as to whether a reduction 
in noise had been observed since Jewson’s ceased trading. Mr James confirmed 
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that a reduction in noise pollution had been seen but stated that the residents 
had continually worked with Jewson’s during their time in the area to bring noise 
from their operations down to an acceptable level and reiterated the resident’s 
current wish for minimal noise to be made until 8am from the business in 
question.  
 
Councillor Alison Tudor, Local Member, addressed the Committee to express her 
concerns regarding the application. She stated that the business was located in a 
highly residential area and voiced that the container was out of character for the 
area. Concerns were raised stating that the business had been operating outside 
of their permitted hours causing noise and light pollution to neighbouring 
properties from 7am. Councillor Tudor proposed that the business operate from 
8am – 5:30pm Monday to Saturday with no Sunday or Bank Holiday allowance 
although expressed that it was not the wish of anyone to negatively affect the 
business. 
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application and the key points were 
noted as follows: 
 
A number of Members voiced their support for the application stating that in such 
poor economic times all small business should be fully supported and 
encouraged.  
 
Councillor Mark Carter Moved the updated recommendation as outlined as part 
of the officer’s oral update; Seconded by Councillor Stephen Joseph 
 
Clarification was sought as to how shipping containers were classified in 
planning terms. The Chief Planning Officer informed the Committee that for the 
most part they were classed as buildings if they were not regularly moved around 
a site.  
 
The Chief Planning Officer provided clarification on the updated screening 
recommendation stating that as acceptable screening details had been submitted 
earlier in the day delegated authority was no longer required but an alteration to 
the screening condition would be necessary requiring the submitted screening 
details to be implemented within an agreed timescale and for the screening to be 
retained for as long as the container is on the site. The Committee accepted the 
alteration to the condition and proceeded to the vote.   
 

RESOLVED 
 
That the application be APPROVED, subject to the conditions 
outlined in Section 1.1 of the report of the Director of Community 
Services with the below amendments being made to conditions 3 and 
5;  
 

 For the submitted screening details to be implemented within a 
timescale agreed by the Planning Authority and for the 
screening to be retained for as long as the container is on the 
application site 
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 For a bird or bat box to be installed on the north eastern 
elevation, at a height over 4 metres and with no external 
lighting 

 
 

The meeting ended at 11.54a.m. 
 
 


